Name: __________________________________-AP English vocab defs & examples


1. Allegory: prose or poetry where the characters, setting and/or situation have multiple levels of meaning.

Example: ________________________________________________________

2. Alliteration: the first letter of two or more words in a line begin with the same letter.

Example: ________________________________________________________
3. Allusion: an commonly recognized reference to another work by character, setting, or situation

Example: ________________________________________________________
4. Ambiguity: a text, sentence or situation that could be interpreted to mean one thing, or another, opposite thing. Grammatical ambiguity is bad, but literary ambiguity can be good.

Example: ________________________________________________________
5. Anachronism: occurring out of its appropriate time period.

Example: ________________________________________________________
6. Anadiplosis: Repetition of the last word in one clause at the beginning of the next clause.

Example: ________________________________________________________
7. Analogy: comparison of two unlike things to show similarity.


Example: ________________________________________________________


8. Anapest: the three-syllable metrical foot in poetry where the pattern is stressed, unstressed, unstressed.
Example: ____________________________________________________________

9. Anaphora: regular repetition of the same word or phrase at the beginning of lines in poetry or sentences or paragraphs in prose.

Example: ________________________________________________________
10. Anecdote: a short tale told by a person inside a larger work.

Example: ________________________________________________________
11. Antithesis: usually two side by side phrases with contrasting ideas made of similar words or structures.

Example: ________________________________________________________
12. Apology: means defense or explanation in the AP setting.

Example: ________________________________________________________
13. Apostrophe: a speech or rant to something inanimate, NOT to self.

Example: ________________________________________________________
14. Assonance: repetition of VOWEL sounds in a line, not only found at the beginning of the words.

Example: ________________________________________________________
15. Asyndeton: writing style without conjunctions in a list, makes a fast pace.

Example: ________________________________________________________
16. Bildungsroman: a literary work that revolves around the psychological or metal growth of a character.
Example: ________________________________________________________
17. Blank verse: unrhymed lines in iambic pentameter. This type of verse is supposed to be the closest to regular speech.

Example: ________________________________________________________
18. Caesura: a light but definite pause WITHIN a line of poetry.

Example: ________________________________________________________
19. Caricature: a visual or written portrayal of a character where features are exaggerated to the point of being ridiculous. More extreme than archetype.

Example: ________________________________________________________
20. Catharsis: Aristotilian term for the cleansing an audience feels after watching a play.

Example: ________________________________________________________
21. Chiasmus: a clever saying where the terms in the first clause are reversed for a contrasting meaning in the second. More specific than antithesis in that the same words are used in chiasmus.

Example: ________________________________________________________
22. Cinquain: 5 lines of poetry in a stanza (cinco)

23. Colloquialism: a word or phrase used only in one region, usually unfamiliar or unknown to outsiders.

Example:  ____________________________________________________________________

24. Comedy: in AP, comedy is a class of literature where the protagonist is able to overcome the obstacles in his path. Comedy and humor are not related here.

Example: ________________________________________________________
25. Conceit: an extended metaphor that holds throughout an entire poem or text, sometimes breaks at the end.

Example: ________________________________________________________
26. Connotation: the baggage that surrounds a word and is often not mentioned in the dictionary.

Example: ________________________________________________________
27. Consonance: the repetition of a consonant sound in a line of poetry, not only occurring at the beginning of the words.

Example: ________________________________________________________
28. Couplet: poetry in line of 2 per stanza

29. Dactylic: poetic foot with a stressed followed by two unstressed syllables.

Example: ________________________________________________________
30. Denotation: the literal, dictionary definition of a word.

Example: ________________________________________________________
31. Deus ex Machina: a false or contrived resolution to a conflict. This term comes from Greek Drama where the gods were lowered onto stage by a rope on a crank where they would solve all conflicts for the mortals… 

Example: ________________________________________________________
32. Dialect: the way people in one specific area speak as a group.

Example: ________________________________________________________
33. Diction: the specific words and types of words an author chooses to use.

34. Dramatic Irony: the audience understands what is happening and the characters in the literature do not. D.I. can be due to history or intentionally done by a writer.

Example: ________________________________________________________
35. Dramatic Monologue: one person speaking to self, or a real or imagined audience. Also called soliloquy.

Example: ________________________________________________________
36. Elegy: a sad poem written when someone dies. An elegy is a type of eulogy.

37. Enjambment: one line of poetry running into the line below it without pause.

38. Epiphany: sudden realization or insight. The original epiphany was when the 3 wise men realized what was happening with that big star…

39. Eulogy: speech or writing praising a person, often when they die.

40. Exposition: the part of the text that sets the scene, introduces characters, etc.

Example: ________________________________________________________
41. Foil: a person or thing that makes another seem better or worse in juxtaposition.

Example: ________________________________________________________
42. Foot: the repeated pattern of syllables within a line of poetry. Like a measure in music.

43. Free verse: poetry with no set meter or rhyme scheme.

44. Genre: category of literature, or category with a category.

Example: ________________________________________________________
45. Hamartia: fatal flaw of a character that will lead to his undoing.
Example: ________________________________________________________
46. High Comedy: Comedy that appeals to intellect and is not based on potty jokes The opposite end of the spectrum is low humor (slapstick and farce).

​ Example: ________________________________________________________
47. Hyperbole: overstatement.

Example: ________________________________________________________
48. Iambic: a metrical foot made of  unstressed,  stressed
49. Inference: conclusions reached about a text based on thought AND textual evidence, not on the text alone.

Example: ________________________________________________________
50. Irony: when the opposite of what should happen actually happens.

51. Jargon: language used by specific groups of people, often unintelligible to outsiders.

Example: ________________________________________________________
52. Juxtaposition: placing two things side by side to enhance differences or similarities.

Example: ________________________________________________________
53. Litotes: understatement 

Example: ________________________________________________________
54. Lyric: poetry originally written to be accompanied by a lyre (pronounced liar).

Example: ________________________________________________________
55. Metaphor: Comparing two non-similar things without the use of “like” or “as.” There are two types of metaphor, stated and implied.

56. Meter: the repeated beats in lines of poetry. There are 8 words ending in “meter” that you need. 

57. Metonymy: calling an individual by an object associated with that individual.

Example: ________________________________________________________
58. Motif: a recurring symbol or item (not a character) in a work 

Example: ________________________________________________________
59. Occasional Poem: a poem written for a specific occasion.

60. Omniscient Focus: the narrator of a text can express all points of view, including thoughts.

Example: ________________________________________________________
61. Onomatopoeia: words that sound like the item they represent.

Example: ________________________________________________________
62. Oxymoron: short phrase that seems contradictory.

Example: ________________________________________________________
63. Parable: a story that teaches a lesson.

Example: ________________________________________________________
64. Paradox: a longer phrase or concept that seems contradictory but may be true.

Example: ________________________________________________________
65. Parallel Structure: repeated grammatical structures in a text.

Example: ________________________________________________________
66. Parody: making fun of a previous work in the style of that previous work itself.

Example: ________________________________________________________
67. Pastoral: nature-oriented, usually from the romantic era. Many landscapes, simple, pure goatherds, etc.

Example: ________________________________________________________
68. Persona: the speaker or main character, I-voice in a text.

69. Personification: Giving non-human things the characteristics of humans. 

Example: _____________________________________________________________

70. Protagonist/Antagonist: hero/bad guy

71. Quatrain: four line stanza or four line poem (quatro)

72. Realism: the practice in writing to describe in detail, without emotion

73. Rhetoric: the analysis of a speech or text by identifying how and why the words and delivery are effective or not.

74. Sarcasm: a type of verbal irony, limited to saying the exact opposite of what is intended.

Example: ________________________________________________________
75. Satire: used for social education. Satire takes human failings, blows them up larger than life so that everyone can see, and hopefully correct, the failings.

Example: ________________________________________________________
76. Scansion: analysis of meter in verse.

77. Shakespearean Sonnet (English Sonnet): poem of 14 lines in three sets of 4 lines and a last set of 3 lines.

78. Shaped verse: another name for concrete poetry. The poem looks like the object under discussion

79. Situational Irony: where the outcome of events is the opposite of what it should be. When people say “irony,” they mean this kind.

80. Soliloquy: dramatic monologue.

81. Spondee: Two syllables in a line of poetry that are equally stressed and don’t follow the dominant pattern of the poem.

Example: _____________________________________________________________________

82. Symbolism: when one object represents or foreshadows another.

83. Synecdoche: when an individual is identified by one characteristic of the person.

Example: ________________________________________________________
84. Syntax: the way a writer puts together words to form sentences, sentences to form a text….

85. Theme: the INFERRED central idea of a work. Theme cannot be text, country or time-specific.

Example: ________________________________________________________
86. Tragedy: In AP setting, tragedy is a category of literature where the protagonist cannot and does not overcome the obstacles that beset him. Often the obstacle is god/gods, destiny, etc.

Example: ________________________________________________________
87. Trochee:metrical foot of stressed, unstressed
88. Trope: in a fugure of speech, the actual word that is being manipulated beyond its denotative meaning.

Example: ________________________________________________________
89. Utopia/Dystopia: a perfect, impossible to obtain world/the opposite. Utopian literature is often satirical and focuses on current societal ills.

90. Verbal Irony: saying the opposite of what is meant.

91. Villanelle: 19 lines, 5 triplets and a quatrain, specific rhyme pattern.

92. Zuegma: means “yoke” in Greek. When a part of speech is used once in a clause but omitted in the second as understood.

Example: ________________________________________________________

Do not get these pairs/groups confused. I promise to ask the difference between these words on one exam or another.

Assonance/consonance/alliteration

Caesura/chiasmus

Asyndeton/anaphora

Antithesis/chiasmus

Blank verse/free verse

Caricature/archetype

Allusion/analogy

Parable/parody
5

