Tale of a Tub Introduction, Homework Day 4


Now this physico-logical scheme of oratorical receptacles or

machines contains a great mystery, being a type, a sign, an emblem,

a shadow, a symbol, bearing analogy to the spacious commonwealth of

writers and to those methods by which they must exalt themselves to

a certain eminency above the inferior world.  By the Pulpit are

adumbrated the writings of our modern saints in Great Britain, as

they have spiritualised and refined them from the dross and

grossness of sense and human reason.  The matter, as we have said,

is of rotten wood, and that upon two considerations:  because it is

the quality of rotten wood to light in the dark; and secondly,

because its cavities are full of worms--which is a type with a pair

of handles, having a respect to the two principal qualifications of

the orator and the two different fates attending upon his works.
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The Ladder is an adequate symbol of faction and of poetry, to both

of which so noble a number of authors are indebted for their fame.

Of faction, because .(Hiatus in MS.).  Of poetry, because its

orators do perorare with a song; and because, climbing up by slow

degrees, fate is sure to turn them off before they can reach within

many steps of the top; and because it is a preferment attained by

transferring of propriety and a confounding of meum and tuum.

Under the Stage-itinerant are couched those productions designed for

the pleasure and delight of mortal man, such as "Six Pennyworth of

Wit," "Westminster Drolleries," "Delightful Tales," "Complete

Jesters," and the like, by which the writers of and for Grub Street

have in these later ages so nobly triumphed over time, have clipped

his wings, pared his nails, filed his teeth, turned back his hour-

glass, blunted his scythe, and drawn the hobnails out of his shoes.

It is under this class I have presumed to list my present treatise,

being just come from having the honour conferred upon me to be

adopted a member of that illustrious fraternity.

Paraphrase the whole thing, write down dual meaning words.

