Tale of a Tub Introduction, Homework Day 2


But if no other argument could occur to exclude the Bench and the

Bar from the list of oratorical machines, it were sufficient that

the admission of them would overthrow a number which I was resolved

to establish, whatever argument it might cost me; in imitation of

that prudent method observed by many other philosophers and great

clerks, whose chief art in division has been to grow fond of some

proper mystical number, which their imaginations have rendered

sacred to a degree that they force common reason to find room for it

in every part of Nature, reducing, including, and adjusting, every

genus and species within that compass by coupling some against their

wills and banishing others at any rate.  Now, among all the rest,

the profound number THREE {61} is that which has most employed my

sublimest speculations, nor ever without wonderful delight.  There

is now in the press, and will be published next term, a panegyrical

essay of mine upon this number, wherein I have, by most convincing

proofs, not only reduced the senses and the elements under its

banner, but brought over several deserters from its two great

rivals, SEVEN and NINE.

Now, the first of these oratorical machines, in place as well as

dignity, is the Pulpit.  Of pulpits there are in this island several

sorts, but I esteem only that made of timber from the Sylva

Caledonia, which agrees very well with our climate.  If it be upon

its decay, it is the better, both for conveyance of sound and for

other reasons to be mentioned by and by.  The degree of perfection

in shape and size I take to consist in being extremely narrow, with

little ornament, and, best of all, without a cover; for, by ancient

rule, it ought to be the only uncovered vessel in every assembly

where it is rightfully used, by which means, from its near

resemblance to a pillory, it will ever have a mighty influence on

human ears.

Of Ladders I need say nothing.  It is observed by foreigners

themselves, to the honour of our country, that we excel all nations

in our practice and understanding of this machine.  The ascending

orators do not only oblige their audience in the agreeable delivery,

but the whole world in their early publication of their speeches,

which I look upon as the choicest treasury of our British eloquence,

and whereof I am informed that worthy citizen and bookseller, Mr.

John Dunton, has made a faithful and a painful collection, which he

shortly designs to publish in twelve volumes in folio, illustrated

with copper-plates,--a work highly useful and curious, and

altogether worthy of such a hand.

Paraphrase the whole thing, write down dual meaning words.

